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Verb Tenses in
Scientiﬁc Manuscripts
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Title
Titles are often not complete sentences, i.e.,
no verb is used.
Fully device independent quantum key distribution1

If you do want to use a complete sentence, use the
present tense.
What your Facebook proﬁle picture reveals about your
personality2

Introduction
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Present tense – use when stating general truths.
Many programmers rely on 3-way merge tools to
integrate changes from diﬀerent branches 3.

Present perfect – use when describing actions that
happened in the past but are still relevant today.
Classiﬁcation analyses of various sorts have been used
frequently for structuring document collections 4.

Past tense – use when discussing previous studies or past
events.
The ACM US Public Policy Council (USACM) was established
in the early 1990s 5.
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Methods
The past tense is mostly used in the methods
section.
The motion was generated by rotating around a
central vertical axis at the center of the point cloud
using Equation (1) 6.

Occasionally, the past perfect tense and past continuous tense
are required.
Past perfect tense – use when describing an action that
occurred before another action.
Recruitment eﬀorts were stopped once data saturation had
been reached 7.

Past continuous tense – use when describing an ongoing action
that occurred in the past.
The program team came together during major milestones to
verify that the project was progressing on-schedule 8.

Results
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The past tense is mostly used in the results section
of hypothesis-based studies.
We found little evidence for the “ﬁlter bubble”
hypothesis 9.

The present tense is often used when describing new
methodologies.
With Scatter/Gather, rather than being forced to provide terms,
the user is presented with a set of clusters, an outline of the
corpus 10.
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Discussion
As with introductions, a mixture of tenses is used
in the discussion sections of scientiﬁc manuscripts,
including the past tense, the present tense and the
future tense.
Future tense – use when discussing the implications
of the study.
Understanding these privacy norms will allow manufacturers
to design devices that consumers are comfortable
incorporating into their homes 11.

Figure/table legends
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Present tense – use when referencing the ﬁgures/
tables in the text
Examples are shown in Table 1 and Fig. 2.

References
1. Vazirani U, Vidick T. Communications of the ACM. 2019 Mar 20;62(4):133-.
2. Segalin C, et al. In Proceedings of the 25th ACM international conference on Multimedia 2017 Oct 19 (pp. 460-468).
3. Sousa M, et al. Proceedings of the ACM on Programming Languages. 2018 Oct 24;2 (OOPSLA):1-29.
4. Furnas GW, et al. In ACM SIGIR Forum 2017 Aug 2 (Vol. 51, No. 2, pp. 90-105). New York, NY, USA: ACM.
5. Garﬁnkel S, et al. Communications of the ACM. 2017 Aug 23;60(9):5-.
6. Aygar E, et al. ACM Transactions on Applied Perception (TAP). 2018 Feb 21;15(2):1-3.
7. Jones HS, et al. ACM Transactions on Social Computing. 2020 Feb 8;3(1):1-29.
8. Li PL, et al. In 2017 IEEE/ACM 10th International Workshop on Cooperative and Human Aspects of Software Engineering (CHASE) 2017 May 23 (pp. 2-8). IEEE.
9. Robertson RE, et al. Proceedings of the ACM on Human-Computer Interaction. 2018 Nov 1;2(CSCW):1-22.
10. Cutting DR, et al. In ACM SIGIR Forum 2017 Aug 2 (Vol. 51, No. 2, pp. 148-159). New York, NY, USA: ACM.
11. Apthorpe N, et al. Proceedings of the ACM on Interactive, Mobile, Wearable and Ubiquitous Technologies. 2018 Jul 5;2(2):1-23.

International Science Editing
www.internationalscienceediting.com

